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Juniors

My Heritage

The Durant House Museum has the diary written by the youngest Durant daughter, Abba.  Abba's journal begins in 1866 when she was 12 years old.  In it she describes her family, her home and the things that were important to her.  Using selected diary entries, we will discuss Abba's life and compare it to our own. Each girl will receive a notebook for use as a journal

- Create a Heritage Scrapbook

After discussing the Durant family tree, each girl will receive a family tree chart to take home and fill out.

- What's in a Name?

Discuss the meanings of the Durant family names and discover the meaning of each girl's name.

- From Yesterday to Today

Prepare an old-fashioned dessert at the Durant House hearth.

- Who Said It?

In her diary, Abba uses sayings to express her feelings.  We will look at some of these entries and compare to what we might say today.

- Get Together

Using Abba Durant's diary, we will discuss events in her life and discover things from our won heritage.

- Your Personal Heritage

Abba Durant's diary illustrates how important a young girl's personal story can be; we will discuss keeping a modern day journal.

Capacity:  10 girls
Time:  2 hours

Cost per girl:  $7.00
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Toy Maker

In 1834, Mrs. L. Marie Child wrote "The Girls' Own Book".  In it she wrote, "In this land of precarious fortunes, every girl should know how to be useful; amid the universal dissemination of knowledge, every mind should seek to improve itself to the utmost--"  "The Girl's Own Book" is a collection of games and activities for young girls of that era.  We will explore games and toys from an historic point of view.

-Toys through History

We will learn about the kinds of playthings available to the children of the 19th- Century.

-Make a Board Game

Long ago, children created games using materials that were available.  Each girl will make a board game called "Nine Men's Morris".

-Challenge the Imagination

[image: image3.jpg]


19th- Century children were encouraged to use their imagination to invent brain-teasing games.  We will explore some of those games and come up with some of our own.

- Design an Educational Game

The group will learn about the origins of some old time expressions by playing "Settler Sayings".

- Toy Safety

Many toys that children 100 years ago played with are now considered unsafe.  We will discuss some of those hazards and ideas for similar, but safe, playthings.

- Trash It!

Early settlers wasted very little; girls will make their own corn husk dolls.

Capacity:  10 girls
Time:  2 hours

Cost per girl:  $6.00
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Brownies

Listening to the Past

- Community Stories

Hear the story of the Bryant Durant family, early settlers in the Fox Valley.

- If These Buildings Could Talk

Tour the 1843 Durant House Museum and learn about how it was built and how each room was used.

- Acting Out

Dress in 19th- Century fashion clothing and act out a play set at the Durant House.
- Games of the Past

Discover the games and playthings that amused children in the 19th- Century.

Capacity:  10 girls
Time 1 ½ hours

Cost per girl:  $4.00

Stitch It Together

- Button Collage

Make a button string like the one mentioned in Abba Durant's diary and the Little House on Plumb Creek.

- A Real Page Turner

Make a cloth book to use as a journal or sketchbook- just like Abba Durant

- Embroidery

Red-work embroidery was popular at the end of the 19th century.  We will make an embroidered square.

- Sew What
Make a beanbag using the embroidered square as the top; used for many different games.
Capacity:  10 girls
Time: 2 hours

Cost per girl:  $8.00

To schedule your activities, please call Alice Maupin at (630) 377-6424 or email duranthouse1843@yahoo.com.  Each group best facilitated in groups of 10. You may schedule two or three sessions to fulfill the requirements for large troops. 
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Registration

Leader/Parent Contact Name:

Troop Number

Phone #: 


Fax#:  



E-mail:  







Mailing Address:

	Workshop
	# of girls
	Cost
	Total

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Signature

Please make checks payable to:

Preservation Partners of Fox Valley

8 Indiana St., St. Charles, IL 60174-2829

Questions? Please call Alice Maupin at (630)377-6424 or email duranthouse1843@yahoo.com


Girl Scout

workshops

2010-2011
1843 Durant House Museum
Located at 37W370 Dean Street in LeRoy Oaks Forest Preserve, St. Charles
