











VILLA/GARDEN UPDATES

Visitors Flock to See New
Waterfall — and more!

The Japanese Garden has
been incredibly popular

this year, with visitor
numbers up 46% over last
year. Credit goes in part to
great weather, as well as ex-
cellent publicity and word of
mouth about the spectacular
beauty of the Garden, culti-
vated by the Forest Preserve
staff’s hard work and Preser-
vation Partner’s support.

The new waterfall in the
Japanese Garden was
completed in late spring and
has been adding its magic to
the garden experience all
season. It is truly beautiful and has practical benefits as well. According to Gardener Janice Slowiak, it will
help maintain a healthy and lovely pond for years to come. Kudos to the Forest Preserve for funding this
replacement of a unique historic feature, and especially to Janice, who lobbied passionately for its installation.
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2009 — A Banner Year for Volunteer Recruitment

Our efforts in late winter paid off very well as the Villa and Garden have eight new docents on the roster! Our
recruitment publicity also netted two people who volunteer as part of the Garden Green Team, helping Forest
Preserve staff with maintenance. Please welcome, and extend your appreciation to Villa and Garden volunteers:
Dean Burgess, Karla Findley, Virginia Kobak, Wally Mills, Mara McHugh, Karen Patterson, Christie Slack, and
Christine Zahuranec.

Star volunteer Annette Ruh is privy to a lot of museum operation discussion, as she volunteers at the Villa every
Wednesday. When we expressed our need for moveable display panels, Annette mentioned that her husband did
woodworking, and might be willing to make them for us! She cheerily responded to our hopeful expressions
that she would talk to him that evening. Fred Ruh did indeed agree to make the panels, and created sturdy yet
finely finished moveable exhibit space from the rudimentary sketch we provided. They currently stand proudly
in the Villa den, holding the displays from 2007’s Frank Lloyd Wright exhibit. Fred’s contribution of time and
talent helps further our mission of education at the Villa.

Slow down when driving south on Batavia Avenue, and take a good look at the very handsome replica doors
on the Fabyan Garage; they were designed, installed and recently painted by Friends of Fabyan volunteer Dan
Starck, completing the building’s exterior restoration. This ¢.1912 structure has regained its historic look and
will serve admirably as a signpost for the historic sites in the Fabyan Forest Preserve.
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THE FACINATING FABYAN-JAPANESE CONNECTION
NOW ON VIEW

We are continually striving to develop new ways to communicate the significant aspects of the Fabyan legacy,
which is both rich and complicated. One particularly complex aspect is the Fabyan connection to Japan.
Museum assistant Amber Hare took on the challenge this spring of developing an exhibit illustrating the story
in the confines of the historic display case in Nelle’s room. (Rule #1 in non-profit historic site operation:

work with what you have!) The exhibit wonderfully combines the time period’s popular interest in Japanese
culture with the political events of the era, most notably the Treaty of Portsmouth. George Fabyan was closely
involved with U.S.-Japan relations, and served as a liaison to General Kuroki, a Japanese representative in the
1905 treaty negotiations.

OUR RESOURCE LIBRARY GROWS WITH COLLECTIONS BOOKSHELF DONATION

The historic artifacts and documents held by Preservation Partners will be preserved for future generations with
help from the IMLS Connecting to Collections Bookshelf, a core set of conservation books and online resources
awarded to us by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), in cooperation with the American
Association for State and Local History (AASLH).

We received this essential set of resources based on a grant application describing the needs and plans for the
care of our collections. The books and resources address the philosophy and ethics of collecting, collections
management and planning, emergency preparedness, and culturally specific conservation issues. These books
have been placed in our library at the Beith House, and are available for use by members also. These resources
directly support our mission to conserve and communicate our communities’ heritage.

IMLS has now awarded almost 3,000
free sets of the IMLS Bookshelf to
institutions nationwide. Anne-Imelda
Radice, Director of IMLS, said “We
were both pleased and encouraged
by the overwhelming interest of
institutions prepared to answer the
call to action, and we know that with
their dedication, artifacts from our
shared history will be preserved for
future generations.”

This program is a part of the
conservation initiative Connecting

to Collections: A Call to Action,
which shines a spotlight on the needs
of America’s collections, especially
those held by smaller institutions, This 14’3are vighetZe of lwo Samiura coarrors was owned éy
which often lack the human and the Fabyans, and is currently on display as part of the Japarese
financial resources necessary to Connection Ehibit in the Villa.

adequately care for their valuable

holdings.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS - FALL 2009

September 13 - Sunday, 4 pm
Music in the Japanese Garden: Casey Nielsen on guitar

Fabyan Forest Preserve, Geneva

Come for a relaxing musical interlude amid the serenity of this Fox Valley treasure. Light refreshments will be provided,

but please bring your own lawn chair or blanket. This event is free to members of Preservation Partners of the Fox Valley; friends
and newcomers will be $5 per person.

September 19 - Saturday, 1-4 pm
Visit the Viking Ship
Good Templar Park, Geneva

Learn about this ship’s amazing voyage to the 1983 Columbian Exposition in Chicago, and local efforts to preserve it.

September 20 - Sunday, 12:30 - 4 pm

Pioneer Sholes School Fall Fun Day NEWS F LAS H!

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve, St. Charles @ » PPFV will receive the Driehaus

Stories, games & crafts at a charming one-room school house. @@ Award for Preservation Advocacy!
www.landmarks.org/events

October 3 - Saturday, 4:30 pm

Driehaus Award Reception
Landmarks Illinois gala honoring examples of excellence in Illinois preservation.

October 4 - Sunday, 1 - 4 pm
Durant House Museum Cooking Day
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve, St. Charles

Demonstration of pioneer cooking techniques and samples too!

October 9 - Friday, 6 - 9 pm
Mid-Century Modern Program and Party

Campana Building, Batavia

The evening begins with a presentation by Anthony Rubano, from Illinois Historic Preservation Agency on “Highlights of
Mid-Century Modern in the Midwest”, followed by a champagne & dessert buffet. On view will be an exhibit of 1930’s
Wolfgang Hoffmann- designed furniture made by the Howell Company, formerly located in Geneva and St. Charles.

October 10 - Saturday, 1 - S pm
Mid-Century Modern Site Tour

Guides will give tours of six homes in the Fox Valley that are stellar examples of modernist design.

October 14 - Wednesday, 1 - 4 pm
Fabyan Villa and Garden last open day

Come see the garden waterfall and the new exhibit on Fabyan’s Japanese Connection!

October 24 - Saturday, 1 - 4 pm

Visit the Viking Ship

Good Templar Park, Geneva

Last opportunity to see this historic ship in 2009! Adults $5, Kids Free

Please check our website for more information and updates: www.ppfv.org
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Harmony in Nature: Music in the Japanese Garden

Guitarist Casey Nielsen, a Geneva native, will play Amber Hare
specially selected pieces in the serene surround- 1850 Wm. Beith House Office:
ings of the Japanese Garden at 4 p.m. on Sunday 630-377-6424

September 13th. Admission and refreshments

will be provided free to members of Preservation .
Partners. RSVP by 9/11 ~ 630.377.6424. You Can Find Us At: WWW.PPFV.ORG!



