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THE CAMPANA BUILDING - A LANDMARK IN LIMBO

A soap opera of momentous proportions is unrolling in Batavia, rivaling any dramatic tension in the long-running  
“Days of Our Lives.”   

Preservation Partners has played a key position, though not a starring roll - more on that shortly.   

For the past five months, on Mondays at 7:30 PM, the public has tuned in to hear passionate debates about the fate of 
the 1937 Campana building, a structure which has profound significance --- very few parties are arguing that point.  
Preservation Partners has attended every city meeting from May 2 through November 20, to advocate vigorously 
for the proposed re-development of the site.  Our reps have witnessed the highs and lows of public argument and the 
many delay strategies implemented by opponents of the plan.    

To summarize, Evergreen Real Estate Developers, of Chicago, has submitted a plan for mixed-income housing in 
the former factory, and has pledged over $20 million to repair and restore the 80 year old building; their proposal 
includes extensive repairs to the glass brick and 
masonry, re-grouting, roof replacement, and 
re-locating the existing cell towers in a sheath at 
the top of the tower. 

The City of Batavia faces unique challenges with 
the Campana property.  The streamline moderne 
building is a white elephant. It is also an iconic 
landmark, a beacon on the Illinois prairie which 
is cherished by many in our region and far 
beyond.  Arguably, it is one of the most 
distinctive architectural gems in the entire state, 
and was recognized as such by nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

The issue being debated for the past 6 months is 
approving an appropriate, though controversial, 
use for the building, that will allow its owners 
to fully utilize the site, and will facilitate the 
comprehensive restoration of the beloved land-
mark, assuring its integrity for decades to come.  
Staff members of PPFV have monitored various 
development proposals for over twenty years, 
including one that suggested moving the entire 
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structure forward on the property, (!!) to allow a large townhouse development to the west.  This plan was indeed the stuff 
of soap opera, but like the other three, it did not advance to the review by city staff and officials.  Significantly, none of 
these plans would have restored the structure. 

The visionary plan offered by Evergreen in 2017 is a project that will accomplish the preservation goals we have outlined, 
and has met the rigorous approval of the State Historic Preservation Agency and the National Park Service, qualifying it 
for federal tax credits for historic sites and affordable housing. It must be underscored that this is the key piece to advance 
the plan; the significant expenses for restoration and for the design of apartment units depends on the availability of tax 
credits, not on the expenditure local or federal tax dollars.     

Preservation Partners believes that this is a creative proposal, crafted over 18 months of conversation and review, which 
presents a remarkable opportunity to enhance the community on several levels, ensuring the thoughtful preservation of a 
very significant building while offering attractive housing options to area residents.  We have “partnered” with two local 
organizations, the League of Women Voters and the Fox River Valley Initiative, to urge the Batavia agencies to approve 
Evergreen’s design.  

For two months, the Historic Preservation Commission and the Plan Commission examined every aspect of the plan, from 
parking to traffic to storm water controls, from window replacement to cell tower concealment.  Both bodies signed off on 
the proposal, with strong personal statements of support. 

On to the City Council, where things took a dramatic turn.  Members of the public who are opposed to the re-development 
voiced strong objections to every possible aspect of the design, in fact to every element  approved by the two commissions:  
parking, traffic hazards, cell tower placement, window additions, among others.  Four or five council members announced 
their intention to vote against the project because of unresolved concerns.  And then, on the eve of probable Council ap-
proval, a monkey wrench was thrown; owners of the commercial property to the north, citing an obscure state zoning 
ordinance, lodged a legal protest which would require a super majority of the Council to advance the plan.  Suddenly the  
9-5 tally was no longer sufficient.  On November 20, the City Council voted to table the proposal until Feb 2018, giving 
the developer time to make changes to the plan. Those of us ardent advocates wonder, CAN WE TURN THIS AROUND?    
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Campana visitors “streamline”  
through the “moderne” site!!!!!

The “Top to Bottom” Treasures Tour of the 1937 Campana building on October 8 was a huge success!  One hundred 
twenty-five people attended the event including Dan Racz who came all the way from Colorado.  Feedback of the tour 
was extremely positive and all were awe struck by Campana’s beauty, history and architectural significance. This historic 
site was placed on the National Historic Register in 1979 and designated a Batavia landmark in 2003.  PPFV is watching 
closely to see if the structure will be restored and used for adaptive reuse. 

Many thanks to Decorative Arts Historian, Sharon Darling, for her expertise on Northwestern Terra Cotta tile, and  
Anthony Rubano of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency for his expertise on the landmarks design profile.

1 PM - October 8 was a sparkling fall day, thank 
heavens, and streams of visitors were greeted warmly 
by PPFV volunteers and expert docents.

Photo credit: Heini Granke of Heritage Archiecture 
Studio LLC

2 PM - Docent Bill Lenski describes the distinctive  
features of the “streamline modern” lobby, including  
the unique  terra cotta art tiles above the original  
display case.

Photo credit: Ken Demuth of PappaGeorge Haymes 
Partners

4 PM - The view from the top level was  
spectacular; through the lens of Ken 
DeMuth you can appreciate the aerody-
namic lines of the aluminum railings, 
which connect the fourth floor to the first 
in a sinuous path.  One almost expected 
Hercule Poirot to stroll down with his 
trademark top hat and cigarette.

Photo credit:  Ken DeMuth   
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What an incredible season we had, thanks to fantastic weather and even more fantastic docents. 

Let’s check out some stats:
 •  We had 2,404 recorded visitors at the Fabyan Villa and 6,485 in the Japanese Garden for a  
     roaring total of 8,889 visitors from May-October. (our highest attendance yet!)   
 •  That’s an average of over 145 visitors each day our sites were open!
 •  Our busiest day clocked in 623 guests on Sunday, May 14! (Whew!)  
 •  Our team of incredible docents contributed 363 hours’ worth of volunteer time.
 •  The Villa & Garden ranked #2 on TripAdvisor, out of 29 Geneva sites (2nd only to Cougars Field!)

Unveiling  Two Stylish Artifacts  

April 30th, 2017 a year-long project came to a wonderful close. The 
Fabyan dining room chairs, donated in 2015, were refinished and 
revealed to the public in an open house celebration at the Villa. The 
set of two chairs came to the Villa with over 80 years’ worth of wear 
and the mohair fabric had seen better days. The talents and skills of 
artisan woodworker Steve Peterson of St. Charles, master upholsterer 
John Barnak of Aurora, and textile expert Linda McFadden all 
contributed to the refreshed looks of the chairs. 

These two chairs were originally part of a set of twelve, and were 
generously donated by Amber and Matthew McKee of Batavia in 
honor of her grandmother Corinne Albright. The Albright family 
was in attendance at the chair reveal and we honored their donation 
as well as the significant support of Friends of Fabyan.

 TRIP ADVISOR GIVES BIG THUMBS UP 
TO VILLA & GARDEN TOURS   

Memorial Tree in Japanese Garden

A hop hornbeam tree was planted by head gardener Janice Slowiak and her crew in the northwest corner of the Japa-
nese Garden, near the Waiting Bench Chamber, in late September.  The tree was given in memory of Ben Safanda by 
the following devoted  Friends of Preservation Partners:

•  Donelle Duvall & Alan Huth
•  Amy & Bill Cook
•  Cari & Chad Jerdee
•  Linda & Howard Strong

•  David Hunt & Doug Bella
•  Al Hiller & Anne Fleming
•  Laura Rice

The elegant chairs were almost upstaged by Amber and Matthew 
McKee’s winsome twin boys.
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Thinking Forward
Though the Villa, Garden, and Durant House might be going to sleep for the winter, preservation doesn’t! We will 
be inventorying and cleaning our collection of 337 artifacts, recruiting and training over ten new volunteers, 
maintaining a preservation plan for our collections and planning new events for next season during our hibernation. 

PIONEER CAMPERS FEASTED ON SPIDER BREAD 
….. and other 19th century treats at the 2nd annual Pioneer Camp for Kids at the 1843 Durant Museum in August.  
Fifteen “prairie children,” sporting neon sneakers and sunglasses, donned bonnets and straw hats as they got  an 
authentic taste of life on a real 1840’s farm.  Time flew by each day, with no real division between work and play.  
Campers flexed their muscles as they wielded old fashioned tools to saw a birch branch and split wood for shingles,  
under the watchful eye of master docent Frank Wukitsch. Between the “heavy work” sessions there was lots of time 
to try out hoops and stilts, to play word games and ‘graces.”

On the last day of camp, the youngsters shelled corn off the cob and ground the kernels to make cornmeal. Then it 
was time to prepare and savor authentic recipes from the 19th century. The campers churned butter, cooked apple 
onion sausage, and baked corn bread in the wrought iron “spider” over the hearth. No peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches or bug juice for these kids!

Our lively camp activities offered serious competition to the tech attractions of the 21st century.  No one begged 
time out to check a screen, and one camper who attended in 2016 was a “repeater” this summer.  (He is now 
clamoring for us to offer camp again at the Villa & Japanese Garden.)  Stay tuned, Charlie!      
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A TALE OF TWO CEDARS - STREET & AVENUE

The newly extended St. Charles Historic District encompasses two blocks of Cedar Street, on the west 
side, and Cedar Avenue east of the river from First to Sixth.  Two different preservation stories have 
unfolded recently, involving significant river stone houses from the first decades of the city’s settlement.   

The Young Marsden House, pictured at left, is  
a poster child for stylish historic  preservation, a 
lovely illustration of “small is beautiful.”  This 
landmark home was built  in 1837 by Gideon 
Young, who owned much the land west of Fox 
River; ownership of the diminutive stone house 
cycled through several prominent St. Charles 
families citizens, from Abel Millington to Roger 
Marsden, and eventually suffered decades of 
neglect.  

Two recent owners are responsible for turning 
around its fortunes. The Peloso family removed 
the vinyl siding and procured a landmark desig-
nation by the City of St. Charles in 2008.  The 
current owner, Tim Hancz, undertook a major 
renovation in 2014, under the watchful eye of 
the Historic Preservation Commission.  The 
stunning facelift includes clever strategies to 
minimize the height of the addition and draw 
the eye to the original  structure. Landscaping 
and seasonal flourishes enhance the charm of  
the riverstone experior.      

Across the River another limestone home at 
217 Cedar Avenue has posed a significant  
preservation challenge.  The nearby Baker 
Memorial Church requested permission to 
demolish the c.1846 Judge Barry House, 
but after careful review the Historic Preser-
vation Commission denied that COA.  On 
November 13, the Plan Committee of the 
City Council considered an appeal and, after 
hearing thoughtful testimony from church 
officials and the general public, decided 
to postpone their decision for 90 days; in 
the interim, a committee of council, city 
and local preservationists will evaluate the 
condition of the structure and the feasibility 
of moving it vs. restoring it.  PPFV – in the 
voices of Pat Pretz, Dean Bemis, and Adam 
Gibbons, argued that the building is a sig-
nificant piece of the fabric of this very early 
neighborhood, a district that has witnessed 
many dramatic renos in the past decade.
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I had an awesome time at the Apple Fest at 
the little house on the prairie.  My sister and I 
gobbled down those heirloom apples, we tried 
to scoot around on stilts, and we had two help-
ings of the apple dessert cooked on the hearth.  
(please don’t tell mom about the seconds.)  We 
had a ball doing laundry and feeding the towels 
through the wringer.  I had to watch my fingers 
so carefully.

So Santa, a special word for the nice docents at 
the Durant House museum...can you remember 
them with extra treats this year for their good 
behavior helping us explore the past?  Bonus 
gifts can be used for more heirloom apples, for 
old-fashioned dresses, for hoops and stilts, and 
(mom says) to keep this special place running 
smoothly.  Tell your elves at PPFV to use the 
easy form below for membership renewals or 
year-end gifts.

Your friend, Alice Castro

P.S.  I have enough socks and mittens…

Dear Santa...

2017 Year-End Contributions
Support Levels
Preservation Star  $1,000 & above

Preservation Leader  $500 - 999

Preservation Advocate $250 - 499

Preservation Patron  $100 - 249

Donor    $50 - 99

Other    $______

Please make checks payable to Preservation Partners.

Name

Address

Phone    Email

Credit Card Payment Option

Visa or Mastercard #

Amount  Expiration Date

Name on Card 
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You Can Find Us At: WWW.PPFV.ORG

P.O. Box 903 • St. Charles, IL 60174

President:  Adam Gibbons
Vice-President:  Laura Rice
Directors:
Bill Huber
Jim Kautz
Lori Koontz
Lisa Krzeczowski
Kelsey Shipton

Executive Director:
Elizabeth Safanda, safanda@ppfv.org
Assistant Director:
Margaret Eagan, eagan@ppfv.org
Durant Museum Director:
Alice Maupin, info@ppfv.org
Villa Museum Assistant:
Vivien Lasken, fabyanvilla@ppfv.org
1850 Wm. Beith House Office:
630-377-6424

Hot spiced cider
Old fashioned ginger cake
A candlelit kitchen
Music in the parlor
Fragrant greens in every nook
Enchanted children
A glowing hearth
Junior docents scampering up 
  and down the stairs
Just a FEW of our favorite things

Postcards from Summer Camp, page 5

At the Candlelight Open House
December 9 & 10th, 2-6 pm
1843 Durant Museum, LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve


